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that he needn't have been, so economical; but he was afraid
of the rainy day. He said it took a long time for him to see
that there was any material in Scotland. He wrote "An
Auld Licht Wedding " and sold it, and thought he had exhausted
Scotland. Next few articles he didn't sell, and then an editor
said: " We liked your Scotch stuff." So he wrote " An Auld
Licht Funeral". And so on.
He told us that he had had Asquith and Birrell to dinner the
other night and had arranged with Asquitb/s daughter-in-law
and another female friend that they should dress up as house-
maids and serve the dinner. They did so. The daughter-in-
law wore a black wig. Neither Birrell nor Asquith recognised
the women. But after dinner, in the drawing-room, Asquith
said: " One of those maids is extraordinarily like my daughter-
in-law." Barrie told this practical joke with great restraint
and humour.
Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, November 6th.
On Monday at lunch at the Reform I learnt the details of the
secret history of Northcliffe's encyclical to the newspapers of
the world about the proper peace terms with Germany. Accord-
ing to C. M. the idea of the letter was not N/s at all, but C. M.
got Campbell Stuart to persuade him to do it. Stuart took
N. out to lunch for that purpose. The thing was written by
C. M., but the style being too good, it was re-written down to
some resemblance of Northcliffe's supposed style. Northcliffe
then signed it and immediately went off to Paris (where, as
Beaverbrook told me last night at dinner, Lloyd George took
good care not to see him at all) to be near the scene of the
armistice negotiations.
Yacht Club, London, Thursday, November 'jth.
Yesterday afternoon I arranged with Alistair Tayler that he
should join the Board (Playfair and I being the others) of the
Hammersmith Lyric Theatre Enterprise, and that I should be
the Chairman.
Yacht Club, London, Friday, November 8th.
Yesterday afternoon my secretary was twice rung up by officials
at the War Office to know if the war was over—that is, if the
armistice was signedL   The rumours were immense and numerous,
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